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May our learning today and always connect us to Ma'amad Har Sinai

- Leah Thurm for her sister's 31st yartzeit Rivka bas Avraham

- Chavi Schmell for a refuah shelaima for her friend Tzirel Tila bas
Freida Ratza as well as Freida Ratza bas Sora

- Bracha Efron

- deep gratitude from bracha Efron to HKBH for successful
treatments for her sister Kadima Nechama bat Chava and for a
continued refuah shlaima for her and all cholai Yisrael.

Our Chanuka campaign is in full swing. If you would like to contribute to
Chochma v’Chessed, please email me taniahammer@gmail.com

Bereisheet 28:10-16
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Jacob left Beer-sheba, and set out for Haran.
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He came upon a certain place and stopped there for the night, for the sun
had set. Taking one of the stones of that place, he put it under his head and
lay down in that place.

A DT 00y DK N7 DA NIRYn vian iWNA) -NYR 230 D70 nanl 070

He had a dream; a stairway Or “ramp”; others “ladder.” was set on the ground
and its top reached to the sky, and angels of God were going up and down on
it.
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And the LORD was standing beside him and He said, “l am the LORD, the
God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac: the ground on which you
are lying | will assign to you and to your offspring.

Micha 7:20

You will keep faith with Jacob, loyalty to Abraham, as You promised on oath to
our fathers in days gone by.
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Your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread out to the
west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All the families of the
earth shall bless themselves by you and your descendants.
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Remember, | am with you: | will protect you wherever you go and will bring
you back to this land. | will not leave you until | have done what | have
promised you.”
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Shaken, he said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
abode of God, and that is the gateway to heaven.”

1. Studying each part of the mashal and its interpretation
Guide for the Perplexed, Introduction, Prefatory Remarks 12

An example of the first class of prophetic figures is to be found in
Genesis:--"And, behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached
to heaven; and, behold, the angels of God ascending and descending on it"



(Gen. 28:12). The word "ladder" refers to one idea: "set up on the earth" to
another: "and the top of it reached to heaven" to a third: "angels of God" to a
fourth: "ascending" to a fifth; "descending" to a sixth; "the Lord stood above it"
(ver.13) to a seventh. Every word in this figure introduces a fresh element into
the idea represented by the figure.

Mishneh Torah, Foundations of the Torah 7:3

The matters concerning which a prophet is informed by vision of prophecy,
are imparted to him allegorically, but the interpretation thereof is engraved
upon his heart simultaneously with the vision and he knows what it means,
as the vision of the ladder which Jacob our father saw: "The angels of God
were ascending and descending upon it" (Gen. 28.12); which was a parable,
the interpretation of which is the rise and fall of kingdoms,

2. Yakov learns about The Journey of Am Yisrael
Ramban: 4 “malachim” of the 4 exiles

And He promised him that He, exalted be He, will be with him wherever he
will go among the nations, and He will guard him and rescue him from them.
Thus the Rabbis have said:®Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer, 35. “The Holy One, blessed
be He, showed him the Four Kingdoms, their dominion and their destruction.
He showed him the prince of the kingdom of Babylon ascending seventy
rungs'Symbolic of the seventy years of the Babylonian exile. and then
descending the ladder. Then He showed him the prince of the kingdom of
Media ascending one hundred and eighty rungs”See my Hebrew
commentary, (p. 158, n.12), which asserts that the correct reading is: “He
showed him the prince of the kingdom of Media going up fifty-two rungs
and then descending. And He showed him the prince of the kingdom of
Greece going up one hundred-eighty rungs and then descending.” The
number of rungs represent the amount of years that these kingdoms held
sway over Israel. and then descending. And then He showed him the prince
of the kingdom of Edom ascending and not coming down. Jacob then said to
the prince of Edom, Yet thou shalt be brought down to the

nether-world PIsaiah 14:15. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to [the prince of
Edom], Though thou make thy nest as high as the eagle, etc.”

3. EretzYisrael is the ladder, the source of



Derashot HaRan 5:14

For the level of prophecy attainable by a human being is either that of a
dream or that of a vision, as it is written (Numbers 12:6): "I make Myself known
to him in a vision; in a dream | speak to him." In both of these, the prophecy is
imaged in parables and riddles, as in Yaakov's case, where it is written
(Genesis 28:12): "And he dreamed, and, behold, a ladder set upon the earth
and its top reaching to heaven, and, behold, angels of G-d ascending and
descending on it."

The purpose of this parable was to show him the superiority of the land of
Israel to other lands, it being the ladder upon which the righteous, who
are referred to as "angels of G-d," ascend to heaven...."Angels of G-d" in this
instance, then, allude to the righteous, who scale the ascents in the land of
Israel. And for this reason it is written "ascending and descending on it," for it
is impossible that the ascent of the righteous be an unbroken one, a man, as
we have indicated, having two orientations, one upwards, the other,
downwards. And it is impossible, so long as he has a body, that he is
exclusively upwards-oriented, but he must also be downwards-oriented
towards the management of his body. This is what is alluded to in the
parable of "angels of G-d ascending and descending on it." And the Blessed
One revealed this to Jacob so that the land of Israel would be precious in his
eyes and so that he would make it his destination after his marriage.

5. Eretz VYisrael and Shefa

Seforno

Ovadia ben Jacob Sforno miso n'may was an Italian rabbi, Biblical
commentator, philosopher and physician. He was born at Cesena about 1475
and died at Bologna in 1550.

There can be no question that this is a location from where the gift of
prophetic insights is dispensed, seeing that | have been granted such an
insight without even having expected it or prepared myself for it spiritually. It
is a fact that the characteristics of a person undergo changes in the land
of Israel just as the climate and air in this country are different,
contributing to one’s mental and spiritual progress. Our sages have
phrased this as “the very air of the Land of Israel makes one wiser ...if | had
realised the special distinction of this site | would have prepared myself
mentally for receiving thes



6. The period of “Lo Yadati".
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Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is present in this
place, and | did not know it

Shenei Luchot HaBerit, Torah Shebikhtav, Vayetzei, Torah Ohr 101
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Solomon describes Israel in exile in the verse, as can be seen from Rashi. The "
period referred to in our verse in Song of Songs by the words "do you not
know?" is the period to which Jacob referred after his dream as"l did not
know," both referring to the period of exile due to the destruction of the
Temple. While the Temple was standing, however, there was knowledge,
it was the period when prophets abounded with Divine insights

7. Makom and Lo Yadati

Chatam Sofer on Torah, Vayetzei 7
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8. Accessing Shefa in Galut -

Kli Yakar on Genesis 28:12:1--
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9. Spiritual anatomy and physiology

Nefesh HaChayim, Gate 110:8

And this is also the matter of our father Yaakov's (peace be upon him) vision
of the ladder. Refer to the Raa-ya M’'hemna Na-so 123: “... and He breathed into
his nostrils a soul-Nishmaht of life..", about which is said (Bereshit 28:12): “and
he dreamed and lo, there was a ladder...". The ladder is definitely the living
soul-Neshama...,” refer there, and as will be explained (with God's help)
further on in Chapter 19. And via this “and lo, angels of God-Elohi"m ascended
and descended upon it”, as if to say via the living soul-Neshama that is
positioned on the earth, its lowest edge clothing itself in man’s body.
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10. Tefilla and shefa

This is from Rav Johnny Solomon (lives in Even Shmuel) who whatsapps Daf
Yomi. This learning should be in the zechut of a refuah shelaima for his wife
Yehudit bat Naomi.

Embedded in the legal discussions about how we should pray (in
Yevamot 105b) and the shape of the shofar (in our daf - Rosh Hashanah 26b) is
a fascinating theological debate regarding our priorities in life. Simply put,



should we focus on the impact we can have on this world, or should we focus
on our connection to a higher world?

Yevamot 105b records a debate between Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Shimon Bar
Rebbi concerning the correct approach to prayer. One quotes Melachim | 3:9
which states that “My eyes and heart shall be there all the days” from which it
is learned that when a person prays, they should direct their eyes downward.
The other quotes Eichah 3:41, “Let us lift our hearts with our hands to G-d in
Heaven”, from here it is deduced that the act of prayer demands that we
should direct our hearts upward.

Clearly, these two sages had two quite different approaches to prayer. One
believed that the act of prayer should involve looking downward, while
another was of the opinion that prayer demands that we look upwards.
Perhaps expressed differently, one believed that prayer demands that we
focus on the physical aspects of our lives and the impact we can have on this
world, while the other claimed that we focus on the spiritual aspects of our
lives and our connection to a higher world.

As the debate continued, Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Shimon Bar Rebbi were
interrupted by Rabbi Yishmael the son of Rabbi Yossi. He asked them about
the topic they were discussing to which they replied that they were talking
about prayer. Rabbi Yishmael then explained that he had received a tradition
from his father that the correct behaviour during prayer is that ‘a person
should direct their eyes downward while directing their heart heavenward’ so
that both verses can be observed. Significantly, this is the recommended way
for us all to pray (see Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 95:2) — which comes to
teach us that prayer is the act of connecting beyond this world while being
aware and sensitive to our needs in this world.

11: The end of the miracles is the dawn:
Yoma 29a
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Rabbi Asi said: Why was Esther likened to the dawn? It is to tell
you: Just as the dawn is the conclusion of the entire night, so too, Esther
was the conclusion of all miracles performed for the entire Jewish
people.

Takeaway



The ideas that Avraham filled the world with became the “Makom” - our safe
space that we always travel within. Yakov, which is a Mashal for our journey
through Galus, retraces Avraham’s steps, going back to Charan.

This means that we actualize through our journey the very ideas Avraham
brought into the world.

There are 2 ways to come to the Emes:

One is through “Chessed” or overflow of Hashem's thoughts - Nevuah - st
Beit Hamikdash - Leah- Childhood- shockingly called “nighttime”

The other is through “Rachamim” which is the process of Human effort -
Chochma- Galut- Rachel - emerging adulthood- Called “daytime”



